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Heavenly Father,
You injlamed Saint
Mavimilian the priest
and marlyr
Weth love for the
Tmmacaulate Yirgin
And lled kim with geal
for souls and love of
weighbor.
Through kis prayens
Grant ws o work
stnenusucly for your
glory in the senvice of
men, and oo be made
conjormalble to your Son
wntl death.
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Co-Traveler's Byword

“Oh my God, my only happiness — how can | come to know you more
perfectly? I see your creatures and [ am enchanted, I give thanks and I love
you, but these do not suffice for me, as You know so well; but I do not see or
hear you. [ desire to become like unto You according to Your will, but how ?
You are most pure Spirit, and [ am flesh. Make known to me how I, man of
flesh, must perfect myself and become like you, most Holy Spirit, to be raised
to the divine life..” (Marg was his middle name. P.Ql)

This is a prayer of St. Maximilian Kolbe, a saint who loved God so much that
prompted him to give up his life for the ‘neighbour’. It is a very authentic
prayer which flows from a heart which is so pure and cleeplg immersed with
the intimacy with God. In the midst of hatred, suspicion, violence, depression,
despair etc. he encouraged his co prisoners not to loose heart and kept the fire

of faith burning in their hearts in the concentration camp of Auschwita.

He wasasaint of different temperament, talent, verocity, character, thinking,
application and planning, who wanted to use the most modern means and
tools for the spreading the message of the Gospel all throughout the planet.
With such vitality he moved around, worked vigorously and prayed
unceasingly with an ever burning desire to transmit to others the burning fire
of love in his heart. It was not just an instinct or immediate reaction that he
offered his precious life for an unknown man who was imploring for his life,
but a reflection of his holiness and deep faith to the evangelical councils
which he pro{essed asa religious. In spite of various possil)ilities of saving his
life, he preferred to be with those suffering people of the concentration camp,
to be a sign of faith, hope and love which he certainly acquired from his
Master.

Intelligence is inborn; holiness is acquired. Both these aspects were combined
in the person of St. Maximilian Kolbe that he was endowed with inborn
intelligence and geneous and he had acquirecl holiness through unceasing
intimacy with God and through accepting his sickness and sufferings that
were very constant in his life. He always chose the difficult path, made such
planning which was inconceivable to his confreres, reflected seriously before
decision making and was courageous in implementing what was planned

and decided. He is a saint born much ahead of time.
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DEFINITORY DECISIONS

During the Tenth meeting of the Definitory of the Province of St. Maximilian Kolbe for this
Quadriennium 2007 —2011 held on 30 - 31 July, 2008 at St. Paul Franciscan Ashram, K attappana
and Nirmalaram Franciscan Ashram, Chotty, the definitory:

¢+  Met the communities of St. Paul Franciscan Ashram and Nirmalaram Franciscan Ashram
separately and discussed various matters of thelife and apostolates of thefriaries.

Decided to conduct aFraterna Gathering at St. Paul Franciscan Ashram asthisyear isdedicated
to St. Paul to mark the approximately 2,000th anniversary of the saint’ sbirth.

Gave the permission to shift the Il1rd year minor seminarians to Arambha Bhavan and to
place the Orientation studentsto the First Floor Dormitory of the minor seminary.

Discussed on the matter suggested by the Nirmalaram Community and entrusted the formation
equip of minor seminary to study in detail the possibility to develop our minor seminary to a
private Plus 1l school where the students of other religious houses around Kanjirappally can
also attend the daily classes.

Evaluated the activitiesof Provincial Ministriesand Apostol ates.

Agreed to begin four more new SFO fraternitiesin Assisi Region.

Nominated Friar GilesVeliyanato the SFO Regional Council.

Evaluated the progress of the construction work of the Greyfriars Junior College, Dondapudi.
Decided on the Solemn Profession of Friar Alphonse V azhappanady .

Discussed on the request of Friar Augustine Parambakathu to have a Sabbatical year.
Evaluated the progress and present state of the Friars studying abroad.

Evaluated the progress of Sri Lankan Mission.

Appointed Friar Albert Pulliyadan asthe Guardian of First Friary andin charge of Sri Lankan
Mission.
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ASSISI SHANTHI KENDRA DIARY

BLESSING OF NEW OFFICES

The Greyfriars Publications and Franciscan
Centrefor Peace and Dialogue have anew office
set up inthe Provincialatefrom Tuesday, July 29,
2008 when Fr. Mathew Purayidom, Minister
Provincial blessed the new offices. The old
cubicleareainthe

friary was

modified and

rearranged as the

offices of these

two ministries.

M.I.

TheM.I. group of Assis Shanthi Kendra had their
one day social work at SSSMIL village,
Vettikkuzhy on July 23, 2008. The group was
accompanied by Fr. Leo Payyappilly, director and
the Regents.

K.F.F.U.

K.F.F.U. Angamaly zone is celebrating the
Transitus of St. Clare on the 10" August 2008.
The Franciscans around Angamaly, the
representatives of SFO and the members of the
Franciscan Youth at A. S. K will join the
celebration.

ASSISI ANNUAL LECTURE 2008

Thisyear theF. C. P. D isorganizing the Assisi
Annual lecture at the Auditorium of the Morning
Star Home Science College, Angamaly, on
Wednesday 27 of August. This year Prof.
Markose has consented to speak on the occasion.
Heis at present the Head of the Department of
Malayalam literatureat U. C College, Aluva. He
will talk on atheme that goes in symphony with
the motives of the F. C. P. D: “the necessity of a
return to the naturein the modern world”.

OUR VISITORS

We had someguestsfrom Italy in thelast month.
They were a group of eight people under the
leadership of LauraMadrignani, al coming from
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Rome. They are at present helping some of the
projectsof Assis Snehaaya. Inlast February the
same group had organized an Indian supper in
favor of our AIDS Centre. The parish priest of
Santa Galla, Rome also was with them. They
came here on July 30and were with us for a
couple of days.

NIRMALARAM FRANCISCAN
ASRHAM DIARY

The Annual Retreat was conducted for the
Aspirants by Fr. Joseph Kaipadakkunnel V.C.
TheNirmaaram community Solemnly Celebrated
the feast of St. Thomas, the apostle. Fr. Joe
Palukkunnel shared hismission experiencewith
the students. Fr. Michael Earaly attended the
course on “New way of Leadership” at NBCLC
in Bangalore.

FRANCISCAN ASRHAM DIARY

July 04: First Friday....A day of Fasting and
Prayer at theFriary, Almost 25 people participated.

July 06: St.Thomas Day was Celebrated with

the cultural programsof the Catechism Students.

July 22: Rev.Fr.PiusS.V.D from Orissacameto
theFriary for the self-guided retreat.

Agust 01: First Friday... Full and overflowing...
The Church was full with people.

Agust 26: A new beginning... Bedseda
Franciscan Dyana Kendram. The Fraiars are
planning to begin officially the First Retreat from
26th to 30th August. We expect the prayerful
Support and all the possible helps from all the
membersof our Province. Hearty Welcometo all!

ASSISI SNEHALAYA DIARY
UPDATE OF THE CENTRE

Now the centre has begun its stabilized
functioning with the use of the new block namely
the patients wards, dining and kitchen and the
basement for various usage. Now all the patients
are shifted to the new block and the roomswhich
they were using are maintained and prepared for
the medical and administrative purposes. There
isstill the need of furnishing the centrewith the
infrastructurelike cots, bed lockers office
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furniture etc,. At present we have 22 patients
among them eight are children who are going to
the school.

FEAST OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Thefeast of St. Thomasthe Apostle of Indiawas
celebrated with due solemnity. The Solemn
Eucharist was organized at the centretogether with
the inmates and the Novices from Rosminian
community. Fr. Biju, the assistant parish priest of
Our Lady of Lourdes church Ghandipuram
presided over the Eucharistic Celebration,
followed by festal dinner.

AN INFORMAL GET-TOGETHER

We had a casual get together of the near by
religious communitiesin our centre on 6™ July
2008. Sisters of St. Anns, Thirumalayam
Palayam Coimbatore, OSF sistersfrom Valayar
and FSD Sisters from Kozhinjampara came
together to have an interaction with theinmates
of the centre

CHAT MEETING

Fr. Ferdinand , Director attended the annual
general body meeting of Catholic Health
Association, Tamil Nadu from July 17" to 19"
2008 at Kodaikanal.

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS

The Government hospital Coimbatore organized
aprogramfor theinfected childrenin the hospital
on 19" July 2008 and all the children at our centre
alongwith Sr. Sunita, one of our staff participated.
The children were presented with uniforms and
study materials.

“MakeaWish” aninternational NGO organized
a program for the children on 19" July 2008 at
Hotel Residency, Coimbatore. All our children
along with Fr. Regite participated and all were
givenvariousgifts.

OUR VISITORS

July 1: Sr. Merykutty Joseph, Provincial of CM
congregation Mumbai cameto visit the centreand
thesisters
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July 10: Dr. Kezevino Aram, Director of Shanthi
Ashram along with MsNiaricaan Advocatefrom
London visited the centre and had an interaction
with theinmates

July 24: Ms. Tiziana, one of our benefactorsfrom
Italy, together with Fr. Louishad avisit

July 24: A group of Italians came to our centre
and stayed for two days with us. Ms. Laura, the
group leader organized the program for them. Fr.
Alfred Parambakathu wastheir guide.

ANNUAL FRATERNAL GATHERING ‘08
for Non-Professed M embers

The Annual Fraternal Gathering 2008 of our
Province for the non-Professed members (for
the studentstill the Novitiate) isgoing to take
place at our Minor Seminary, Nirmalaram
Franciscan Ashram, Chotty on August 15 &
16, 2008. The formators and the vocation
directorswill take part in the gathering to share
thejoy of our young brothers. The programme
of the gatheringisasfollows:

PROGRAMME

FRIDAY, 15

12.15P.M. ARRIVAL & ACCOMMODATION

CLEARANCE

LUNCH

TIFFIN

BATH

CULTURAL PROGRAMS
SUPPER

CONTINUATION OF THE
CULTURAL PROGRAMS

12.30
03.30
05.30
06.15
08.15
09.15

SATURDAY, 16
05.45AM.
06.30
07.30
08.15

RISING
HOLY MASS
BREAKFAST

SEMINAR BY REV. FR.
THOKKANATTU (PRINCIPAL,
ST.ANTONY’S HSS, ANAKKALLU)

GAMES
ANGELUS
LUNCH/ DEPARTURE.

09.15
12.15PM.
12.30
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FROM KERALA, GOD’S OWN COUNTRY
TO MELBOURNE, THE GREAT SOUTH LAND!

Franciscan greetings of Peace and All Good!

Having arrived in Melbourne on October 30, 2006, | was amazed to encounter such amulticultural
Parish community in Australia. Upon my arrival, | joined our Friarsin Springvale, atown about 25
k.m. south-east of the Melbourne Central Business District (CBD). Our community at Springvale
initially consisted of four Friars: Fr. Vincent Long (General Custos, Guardian and Parish Priest,
originally from Vietnam); Fr Miha (Slovenia); Fr. Paschal Corby (Australia) and me. Later on, we
were joined by Fr. Adrian Robson (Australia), who had

been aMissionary in Zambiaand by Fr. Julian (Romania).

The Friary administers the Parish of St. Joseph'’s,

Springvale, aswell asthelocal Catholic Primary School.

TheFraternal lifeof the Friary, balanced by both community

and persona prayer; regular monthly recollection and Friary

Chapter, aswell asmy involvement in diverse ministries ~ Frars of the General Custody gathered for
have enriched and edified me greatly. the Annual Retreat

The Parish Community in Springvale consisted of more than 13,000 people from over sixty-five
different nationalities. Apart from celebrating the Holy Mass and other Sacraments, my work
as Assistant Parish Priest involved working with the SFO, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Charismatic
Prayer Group, Inter-faith Network, taking Holy Communion to the sick and celebrating the Holy
Massin two nursing homes.

Since June 2, thisyear, | have been appointed member of St. Joseph of Cupertino Friary, and Parochial
Vicar of St. Mark’ sChurch, Dingley, about 27 k.m. from theMelbourne CBD. The Dingley community
consists of Fr. Chris Shorrock (Guardian) and me. Fr. Chris lectures at the Catholic Theological
College, Melbourneand in Canterbury, England. The Parish asoincludes St. Mark’ s Primary School.
Both the Springvale and Dingley communities have lunch together every Wednesday at the Springvale
Friary, and | continueto look after the Springval e Charismatic Group and SFO.

Without question, one of the highlightsof my Priestly Ministry in Australiahas been the great blessing
which | received in being ableto attend the World Y outh Day celebrationsin a/dney Asthe Chaplau n
to our Franciscan Y outh from Springvale, wevisited Sydney from
12-21 July, 2008. Thefirst three dayswere spent joining Franciscan
Y outh from twelve countries at Paddington, Sydney. These days
of prayer, fraternity and celebration, deepened and strengthened
our Franciscan Spirituality. Thefollowing daysin the presence of
the Holy Father Pope Benedict XV werefilled with thejoy, peace
and vitality of the Holy Spirit, as ailmost five hundred thousand

Fr. John Vayalilkarotu and the

. . Franciscan youth of Springwale
young peoplefrom every nation and every tribe (over onehundred  ith Fr. [van Mutic OFM General

and seventy countries) came together to worship the Lord. Asst. for You-Fra

Australiaiscertainly abeautiful country and rich in many natural resources. Nevertheless, her people
aredtill longing tofind and experience God intheir lives. | realizethat our General Custody in Australia
requires more Friar Priests to minister to the Catholic Church in this country. As | undertake my
Franciscan-Priestly Ministry inthe new Parish, | place myself in the Providence of God through the
intercession of Immaculate Mother Mary and our Seraphic Father St. Francisof Assis

Fr. John Vayalilkarottu OFM Conv.
Melbourne, Australia
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PACE E BENE

My dear Loving Friars,

Thegreetings of Franciscan peace and all good wishesto you all from Padua, near to the tomb of our
confriar St. Anthony. | am really happy to shareafew linesabout my ministry herein the Basilica of
St. Anthony.

TheBasilicaof St. Anthony, which the people of Paduacall il Santo (The Saint), isthe most important
monument in the city of Padua, aswell as being one of the world’ s most important art treasures and
oneof Chrigtianity’ smost popular shrines. It isthework of afinearchitect, possibly aFranciscanfriar,
which was begun in 1232 and completed towards the end of that century. It was dedicated to St.
Anthony of Padua, who died in Padua on June 13, 1231.

For centuries people always venerated St.

Anthony and visited his tomb and his

uncorrupted and miraculous tongue, which is

the most important relic of St. Anthony, in the

basilica. Itisstill continued. What | noticed is

that peoplefrom all over theworld cometo the

Basilicawith great devotion as they found St. aﬁwﬁ

Anthony as a wonderful intercessor for them. §+ 4

Eveif itisavery short visit for them, they are . -
really satisfied praying near to Saint’ s relicstouching their hands onhis
tomb. And seeing this| wasthinking, how lucky | am that | have got the
chanceto serveintheBasilica. | takethisasasaspecial gift from God in
my Conventual Franciscan priestly life.

| am engaged in various servicesin the basilica. The most important oneis hearing the confessionsfor
3hoursinaday, inltalian, English and alsoin Malayalam, asmany Malayaeesasovisit the Basilica
regularly. For avisitor of the basilica, his/ her visit would be incomplete without the fundamental
momentsof reflection and internal renewal offered by the sacrament of penance and the Eucharist. So
here the friars are always available for the confessions in different languages from 6.30 Am —7.30
P.M.

Another important service is to be in the chapel of

Blessings. It is a wonderful service we do here to the

people. Because, in such a way the visitors are more

enriched spiritually with aspecial blessing a so.

Then comesthe celebration of the Eucharist, asthereare

daily 11 Holy Masseson theweekdaysitself. Other mgjor

servicesinthebasilicaare: tobeinthechapel of relics,

to be near to the Tomb, guidethe English speaking groups

etc. Also at timeswe conduct some prayer meetings especially for the youth in which we perform also
some particular cultural events.

So my dear friars, these arefew lines about my service here. L et us meet each other every day in our
prayers. Through the intercession of St. Anthony, may God blessyou all.
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Y our Loving brother in St. Francis
Fr. Varghese Puthussery
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“A NEW WAY OF LEADERSHIP”

A report on the course attended by
Frs. Rapahel Kaniampalackal and
Michael Earaly organized by NBCLC
at Bangalore
This course on leadership was held from
July 14-20. Therewere 61 participantsand
6 resource persons. The main focus of the
seminar was “Christian Leadership and
Community building”. The Liturgy was
very important al throughout the seminar.
Day gtartswithmorning prayer, meditation
and Holy Eucharist. Theinculturation and
Indian style Adoration was manifested in
all theprayer sessonsand Holy Eucharist.
The classes were based on the Church
Documents. One of the main classeswas
on Leadership: Visonof Vatican 1l led by
Fr. Thomas D’ sa, the director of NBCLC
(National Biblical Catechetical Liturgical
centre). He also took a class on
inculturation as our mission, signs and
symbols used in Indian order of Mass.
There was also aclass on Liturgy by Fr.
Paul Puthanangady SDB. He handled
subject on anew way of being religiousin
the Third Millennium, Local superior’s
roleinincarnating the charism, Eucharist
and community building. Therewasaclass
conducted by alay man Prof. Leo Lobo
on Animation of community and
leadership skills. Fr. Jerry Rosario SJhad
the session on religious and their mission
in India today and the role of the local
superior. There was also sessions by Fr.
Felix Koikara SDB on skills for
interpersonal relationship in communities.
Aspart of inculturation therewerebiblical
dances by ‘Nrithavani’ of NBCLC
(Professiona Dancegroup). Thelast week
wasfully dedicated to courseof ‘ personadlity
development’ by Sr. Juliana Pinto UFS.
There were lot of interactions of different
cultureswhich enrich usand widen our heart
and mind. We concluded the seminar by
preparing strategy for action plan on the

basis of above said classesand subjects.
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PLANNER AUGUST 2008

Mass for the departed FRB of the Order

SOLEMNITY OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS OF PORTIUNCULA
-Portiuncula Indulgence

Personal Encounter of Fr. Provincial with the Minor Seminarians

Novena in Preparation of the feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe begins

FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

Feast of ST1. Dominic, Founder of the Order of Preachers

BIRTHDAY OF FR. MATHEW PURAYIDOM, Minister Provincial

FeasT oF St. CLARE OF Assisi

Fast and abstinence in preparation for the Liturgical Feast of St. Maximilian Kolbe
Novena in honour of St. Maximilian Kolbe ends

SOLEMNITY OF ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE, Patron of the Province, Titular of
Kolbe Franciscan Ashram, Aluva and St. Maximilian Franciscan Ashram,
Christianpet

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE B.V. MARY
INDEPENDENCE DAY
Annual Fraternal Gathering of Students not in Profession

Annual Fraternal Gathering of Students not in Profession

Assisi Lecture organized by FCPD

Formation and Vocation Apostolate Commissions Meetings at
Nirmalaram Franciscan Ashram, Chotty

Personal Encounter of Fr. Provincial with the Minor Seminarians

Personal Encounter of Fr. Provincial with the Student-Friars

Feast oF St. Louis IX King, Patron of the Ill Order

Franciscan Course for Minor Seminarians at Nirmalaram Franciscan
Ashram, Chotty begins
Personal Encounter of Fr. Provincial with the Pre-Novices

Personal Encounter of Fr. Provincial with the Pre-Novices
The feast of the Nativity of the B.V.Mary at St. Paul Franciscan Ashram,
Kattappana begins

Guardians’ Meeting at ASK
Meetings of Social Apostolate Commission, Finance and Building
Commissions, at ASK

Franciscan Course for Minor Seminarians at Nirmalaram Franciscan
Ashram, Chotty ends
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3% Aspart of the ongoing formation and prepar-

ing the future missionaries, our Order isjoin- | @ Birthdays of Qugust
'ng A th?’ other_ tV‘.’O e _fam ] T PN. Jinesh Erickalickal
First Orderinamissionary coursein Brussels | & Friar Tony Vattaparambil
from September 01 to November 23, 2008. : Shais Pathickal 3" Yr.
From our Province Friars Daniel | & I(Q/a\{- F'"f Mg‘fhew P}J';)Gyidom,
g 8/F ; Inister Frovincia
Palattykoonathan, Damian Veliyil and | e 1o b Shinto Venkuzhyil
Simon Elinjely will beattending inthismis- L Novice Jomet Kanjirakulam
sionary course. Wewish them all the success : Friar Thomas Uzhuthuval
and fruitful experienceduringthe course! £ Friar Francis A. Parekattil
o Friar Lawrance
% Friar Augustine Parambakathu has been g Poovathummoottil
granted the permission to have a Sabbatical o ';N- EEIIS Ch.uvappumk‘.‘ll 3y
i _ / enet Kanjiraparampi r.
e e e | B Friar Titus Thekkilakkati
gust 30, 2009. During his Sebathic year he - Nibin Kallilan 1 Yr.
will be having apastoral experiencein aPar- o Fr. Alfred Parambakathu
ish of the diocese of Wuerzburg, Germany. ; i

Wewish himall thebest and afruitful year!

s Friar GeorgeK ooliparambil hasleft our Or-
der dueto personal reasons. Wewish himall

thesuccessin hisfuturelife! Programmein the Centre (August)

% Friar Damian Véliyil will be completing his 7-10:  CairosJesusY outh Retreat
pastoral experience of two monthsinthe par- 10-15: Retreat by Fr. Paul Adambukulam
ish of St. Mary’s Church, Neduvannoor on OFM Cap
August 25, 2008. Congratulations dear 16: ‘Arangettam’ of Miss Jasmine Davis
brother for your outstanding performance! inthe Auditorium

17-21: Our Retreat for the lay people
25-27: Marriage preparatory course

DEFINITORY DECISIONS

(Continues from page 2) f w
¢+ Appointed Friar Peter Kannampuzha as the Dear Friar, Have you registered in the
Director and in charge of Padre Pio Shrinein reserved area of the Website of our Order?
Sri Lanka. '
+ Decided to have the Chapter of Mats in Modalitiesfor Regisiration:
connection with the VIII Centenary of our 1. Registration is reserved for OFMConv.
Begl nni ng (1209 = 2009) in January 2009 — members 0n|y_

possibly on 28" and 29" - and appointed the

on going formation team as organizing 2. To register, please send an e-mail to us

web@ofmconv.org indicating:

committee.

¢+ Grantthepermissionto makeaKolbe—Assis a. your completename (Eg. Friar Marco Tasca)
Jubilee Centre at Kolbe Frhanciscan Ashram b. your jurisdiction (Eg. Provinceof Padua, Italy)
to commemorate its 25" anniversary of
et Z the passN(.)lr:d ):jou want to use

¢+ Nominated Friar Raymond Ponmelil to the -youre-ma 18
General Definitory to be appointed as a 3. Your account will be activated as soon as you
member of the Constitution Revising will receive the notification e-mail from

Commission representing the FAAMC. www.of mconv.org
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